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A good BI system ..

Support business on time with relevant, 
accurate, and correct information
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Current Situation

Source Systems

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 1
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The Maturity of BI reporting

Maturity

Productivity

Source 
data

Adapted 
data

Std. 
Reports

Ad Hoc 
Reports

Self-
Serviced 

BI

Predictive 
Analysis

Prescriptive 
Analysis

AI

What happen?

Why did it happen?

What will happen?

What should we do?

Autonomy 
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Business Intelligence starts with ..

• Understanding your business and your data

• Leverage your software and services into 
actionable intelligence

• Secure intuitive and aligned data models

• Enable connectivity across IT environments

• Empower your business users

https://www.cio.com/article/2439504/business-intelligence-definition-and-solutions.html
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Front-end tools – PowerBI / SAP



Sensitivity: Internal



Sensitivity: Internal

The Rise of Self-Service BI

“All vendors are retooling to meet self-
service BI use cases ..”
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The Aibel BI Landscape

SAP HEC Platform 

SAP Analytic Cloud
SQL approach

(extendable by third-party-tools)

Mixed approach

Authorized Queries

CATS/Neptune
Time Recording

Travel

SAP ECC 
Finance/Controlling

Logistics

SAP HR 
Personnel Records

Payroll

Process 
integrations

SAP Business Warehouse

(SAP BW/4HANA)

Semantic DB

Internet of Things

Data Lakes

Predictively/ Planning

Analytic Cloud

Analytic Hub

Non- SAP Sources
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Current BI content (Info Areas)

Finance

Project Control

HR

Procurement

Logistics

Master Data (SAP & Other Sources)

SAP Queries

Open SQL

Data Source Virtual Access
(Composite Provider / Operational Data Store View)

or
BW Persistence Layer 

(ETL processing)

w/Authorization
Checks
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SAC Access

Aibel AD 
User

SSO

SAH Viewer
SAC Default Role

SAC Teams

SAC Roles

BW4 Roles w/Analysis Authorizations

Planner:
- Assigned users in SAC
- Utilize SAC Role Requests?

Predictive Named User:
- Top 100 most freq.users
- Periodical Assignments
- No content, only access!

Line Manager (HR):
- Assigned users in HR
- Structural authorizations
- Restricted SAC Stories

SAH User:
- Central Content Management
- All user assigned to a default SAC role
- View all template reports
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Key WAD features

1) CSS design – Compact with good readability (Default SAP template – 0ANALYSIS_PATTERN))
2) Crosstab with context menu – Key for detailed navigation.
3) Navigation – Drag&Drop of Characteristics (with pause function! Only in DS)
4) Filter line – Improved in DS and useful.
5) Bookmark – Key functiFilter area – Useful overview with Drag&Drop functionality
6) on for Aibel! This is our personalized reports.
7) Selection Variable – Useful to change the selection
8) Excel – Move to BOA would be useful but dead dump to excel spreadsheet is okay.
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Excel Interface

• Content control?

• Excel Support Questions?

• Stability?

• Authorization Display Challenges

• Useful in many areas! (But not in all …)
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Period/Year

Bookmark

Last Data Update

Filters

Sub-reports

Hierarchy

Input controls
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SAC status in Aibel

• Awaits SAC functionalities

• Strategy alignment SAC versus PowerBI
• When to use what?

• SAH versus NWBC
• SAH improvements?
• Skip and only use NWBC?

• User assignment API in progress

• BW4Hana optimizations = BI simplifications?

• WAD termination by 2022
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BI Total Cost of Ownership (ToC)

• Number of Domain
• SAC, SAH, Enterprise Portal, Fiori, Teams …

• Number of Queries
• Queries & Query Views
• SAC models vs Query?

• Smart design templates

• SAC Story development = WAD Bookmarks?



Sensitivity: Internal

Connecting Data and 
Removing Silos …
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