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Welcome
From SAP and T|A|C Events

Are you and your organization looking to build the business case for 

SAP Central Finance? Are you looking for guidance, tips and tricks 

for implementation? Or would you like to explore how to leverage 

other solutions with the central finance deployment? 

The highly anticipated 2nd annual International SAP Conference on 

Central Finance will be taking Berlin by storm from the 18-19 

September. Hear from key strategic organizations such as Atotech, 

Cargill, EDF Group, Karl Storz, Stanley Black and Decker and more. 

This is the only opportunity in Europe for the full SAP community to 

meet under one roof, at one time. 

Designed for all experience levels, join customers, prospects, 

partners, SAP experts and executives for two days of exhilarating 

content and extensive networking. 

We look forward to meeting you there. 

Kind regards, 



Welcome From Our Platinum Sponsor

PwC is Intelligent Digital. As a SAP global strategic partner, PwC helps clients transform their businesses through our strategy 
expertise, business, and transformation capabilities, all enabled with SAP technology.

Using an integrated, end-to-end approach to solving the most complex business challenges we are able to deliver highly cus-
tomised digital solutions that help create a sustainable competitive advantage for our clients.

We’re a network of firms in 158 countries.

For more information, please visit: www.pwc.de/en/future-of-finance.html



The preconference workshops are led by industry experts and will feature presentations, demos and real-life scenarios. Our 
workshop leaders have vast experience of working with SAP solutions across a variety of business situations.

Please note that you cannot switch between parallel workshops. Each workshop will include refreshment breaks and lunch.

The following workshops will take place between 09:00 and 12:30. 

Workshop 1: SAP Central Finance Implementation – Challenges, Pitfalls, Tricks and Tips for a Successful Project

Join this preconference workshop to learn about the key factors that drive a successful central finance implementation 
project. We address the challenges, pitfalls, tricks, and tips you and your team can use to expedite the introduction of central 
finance into your organization without disruption or delay.

Specifically designed for those looking to gain a better understanding and overview of the central finance software from SAP 
this introductory session offers the perfect opportunity for you to ask SAP experts your questions, inform yourself about 
implementation best practices, and share input with other industry professionals.

The workshop provides an overview that covers the following topics:

• Pre-implementation scoping and prioritization
• Deployment (platform) options and how to get started quickly
• Development of an iterative roll-out plan
• Key design decisions to be taken

Hosted by: Pedro Freitas, SAP

Workshop 2: Building the Value Case for Transformation and Change

Join this preconference workshop to review the key business challenges and opportunities to be addressed when developing a 
value-based business case for transformation. We look at the major transformation imperatives and themes involved when 
using a central finance approach to accelerate finance transformation and value release. 

This workshop is aimed at both a business audience and those who want to understand the major business considerations 
specific to constructing a case for change. The workshop provides an overview of how the central finance approach from SAP 
can unleash value for the finance function and how that approach can advance a wider business transformation in preparation 
for adopting SAP S/4HANA. 

The workshop will cover the following topics:

•	 Transformation imperatives and themes
•	 An overview of Central Finance
•	 Central Finance as a step towards SAP S/4HANA
•	 Sample use cases
•	 How to construct a business case

Hosted by: Hari Sharma and Christian Straub, SAP

Preconference Workshops
September 18, 2019



The following workshops will take place between 09:00 and 12:30. 

Workshop 3: Successfully Operating SAP Central Finance and Executing Initial Data Load – System Preparations from a 
Technical and IT Perspective

Designed for those who have already taken the step toward adopting SAP S/4HANA for central finance foundation, this half-
day workshop explores tips and tricks for operating the solution and completing the initial data load. 

SAP experts start by demonstrating how best to operate SAP S/4HANA for central finance within a productive system. They 
point out key areas and transactions that should be continuously monitored and talk about error handling and resolution. 

The second section of this workshop focuses on the vital role that the initial data load plays during the implementation phase. 
Explore the important business and technical decisions you should be making ahead of implementation, how to execute the 
initial load, and the dos and don’ts you and your team should be aware of. 

The workshop provides an overview that covers the following topics:

•	 Operating central finance – The big picture
•	 Identifying key areas for continuous monitoring 
•	 Error handling and resolution
•	 System preparations
•	 Data extraction to positing into unified journal
•	 Initial load operations
•	 Dos and don’ts 
•	 Latest developments 
•	 What’s next?

Hosted by: Bastian Distler and Stefan Fisher, SAP

Preconference Workshops
September 18, 2019



08:00 Welcome Refreshments and Workshop Registration 

09:00 Preconference Workshops
You can find out more information about the pre-conference workshops on page 4.

12:30 Networking Lunch and Registration for the Main Conference

13:30 Executive Welcome
Tanja Schacher, SAP

13:35 Host’s Welcoming  Remarks
David Ormerod and Nike Gloeggler, SAP  

13:45 SAP Opening Keynote Presentation: Concept, Status, Progress, Cloud Options, and Product Roadmap
•	 	Introduction to the concept of central finance at large
•	 What has evolved and what has not changed over the years
•	 Additional functions and features added over time
•	 Technical deployment options (on-premise, cloud and hyperscaler use)
•	 How are our customers using central finance?
•	 Product roadmap and future adoption scnearios we see our customers taking
Carsten Hilker and Stefan Fisher, SAP

14:30 Customer Case Study: Transforming Finance at Cargill with Central Finance
•	 	Determining central finance as the solution for Cargill
•	 Benefits and challenges
•	 Improving finance processes and reporting/analytics
•	 Pilot lessons learned
•	 	Next steps for central finance at Cargill
Laurence Uzureau and Kimberly Burke, Cargill

15:00 Afternoon Refreshments and Networking

16:00 Platinum Partner Welcome: Finance of the Future
•	 	Exploring how finance can change its impact within the business we take a closer look at the modern finance  

agenda, which enables successful business transformations
•	 	We will also discuss digital finance enablers and how central finance influences future IT architecture and points 

on the modern finance agenda
Gori von Hirschhausen and Claus Michael Wiegels, PwC Germany

16:30 Customer Case Study: An Overview of Central Finance at BMW Group
•	 Introduction of the Initiative Group Finance Backbone and the SAP landscape transformation
•	 What are our expectations for the BMW IT landscape?
•	 Overview of the solution portfolio
•	 Central Finance as a stepping stone and overview of usage
Oliver Kemler and Johannes Goebel, BMW Group

17:00 Customer Case Study: Lufthansa - Live with SAP S/4HANA Central Finance for 18 Months: Experiences and 
Next Steps
•	 Brief description of the project “FORward - Common Finance”
•	 What has changed since last years conference? 
•	 Experience from 18 months of operation
•	 How does SAP S/4HANA Central Finance support development of future finance?
•	 Current use and planned extensions
•	 Preparation of later migrations
Joachim Hannappel, Lufthansa

17:30 Host’s Closing Remarks and Close of Day One
David Ormerod and Nike Gloeggler, SAP

18:00 Depart for Evening Event

Agenda Day One
18 September, 2019



Agenda Day Two
19 September, 2019

08:15 Welcome Refreshments and Registration

08:40 Host’s Welcome Back
David Ormerod and Nike Gloeggler, SAP

08:45 Opening SAP Presentation: Operationalize SAP Central Finance
•	 	What is digital debt?
•	 	Key central finance scenarios
•	 	What is meant by operational central finance?
•	 	End-to-end payments and central finance
•	 	Credit card payments and central finance
Javaid Awan, SAP

09:15 Customer Case Study: Karl Storz’s Journey to SAP Central Finance
•	 	Karl Storz’s key use cases for selecting central finance 
•	 An overview of how we simplified mappings between its source and target systems 
•	 An overview of the system architecture which includes a multi-ERP environment while leveraging central 

finance as part of a larger SAP S/4HANA rollout strategy 
•	 What role SAP Analytics Cloud and Group Reporting can play in a financial transformation
Simon Heeps and Santos Mummey, Karl Storz

09:45 Customer Case Study: Challenges and Solutions for Standardization and Integration of the Finance 
Function at Atotech
•	 Why is standardization, integration and digitization on the CFO’s agendas?
•	 What are the challenges and targets of the Atotech use case?
•	 What is the vision of the future finance area at Atotech?
•	 What is the best practice approach to standardize and integrate the finance function?
Jacob Dilthey, Atotech Beteiligungs und Management GmbH & Co.KG
Tobias Meyer, Horváth & Partner GmbH

10:15 Morning Refreshments and Networking

11:00 - 
11:30

SAP Insight: Foster Compliance to Indirect Tax 
Regulations Globally and Cost Effectively
•	 	Learn how SAP solutions for global tax  

management can help you adjust to rapidly  
changing indirect tax compliance obligations  
across the globe

•	 	Explore the features of SAP S/4HANA for advanced 
compliance reporting — a unique and competitive 
legal reporting solution that allows you to manage 
your regulatory requirements across the globe

•	 	How intelligent technologies with SAP Tax  
Compliance can help you to manage compliant data 
minimizing monetary losses through fines and  
competitive disadvantages

Vishal Verma, SAP

SAP Insight: Central Finance Rollout Roadmap for 
Beginners
•	 	Onboarding, operations and simplifications
•	 	Central reporting
•	 	Central processing
•	 	Central close
Pedro Freitas, SAP

11:35 - 
12:05

SAP Insight: Intelligent Record-to-Report (R2R)
•	 	Automation and analytics are key to transform R2R 

into an intelligent core process 
•	 	The end-to-end foundation for the entire R2R  

process: SAP Universal Journal Financial and  
Management

•	 	Accounting: One reconciled value flow 
•	 	Financial close: Entity close and group  

consolidation coming together in SAP S/4HANA
Michel Haesendonckx, SAP

SAP Insight: Central Finance Rollout Roadmap for 
Advanced Users  
•	 Taking central finance to the next level	
•	 Discover what is new in SAP Central Finance for 

1809 
•	 	1909 preview and overview
Javaid Awan, SAP



Agenda Day Two
19 September, 2019

12:10 - 
12:40

Partner Insight: Learn How to Standardize and 
Improve Your Financial Uploading Processes with 
Z Option’s GLSU
•	 Using GLSU on SAP S/4HANA
•	 Streamlining the FI document posting process to 

shorten the month-end close cycle 
•	 Improving audit processing with increased accuracy 

(prevalidation feature) and the attached source fea-
ture

•	 Enhancing your SAP experience with  
features that include validating and posting more 
than 1000 lines, posting multiple documents from a 
worksheet, and creating a template from a posted 
document

Tim Curtin, Z Option Inc

Partner Insight: Central Finance as a Stepping Stone to 
Digitalization of Finance
•	 Experience live demos of selected use cases for central 

finance
•	 Discuss approaches to a central finance  

implementation and how central finance can  
support digitalization of finance

Claus Michael Wiegels and Stephan Prinz, PwC 
Germany

12:45 Networking Lunch and Exhibition Competition Results

14:15 - 
14:45

Partner Insight: Transform Your Financial Close 
Process and Reach Efficiency, Control and Visibility
•	 	How to close the books 70% faster by automating 

financial close accounting activities in SAP ERP
•	 How to add efficiency, control, and visibility to the 

account balance substantiation process
•	 How to Improve the accuracy and timeliness of com-

pliance reporting
Andrew Wright, Blackline

Partner Insight: What is Central Finance? What is Cen-
tral Finance Not? A Brief Introduction About the Ben-
efits, Challenges and Use Cases
•	 	Central finance architecture overview
•	 	Challenges of central finance
•	 	Fundamental considerations for a central finance proj-

ect
•	 	Benefits and potential use cases
Sonja Born and Anja Peters, Deloitte

14:45 Comfort Break

15:00 Customer Case Study: Central Finance – Delivering Finance Transformation at Stanley Black & Decker
•	 Background – introducing central finance to achieve systems consolidation and centralized processing
•	 Exploring the business case and drivers
•	 Central finance design
•	 Deployment approach and lessons learned 
Leighton Haywood, Stanley Black and Decker Inc. 

15:30 Customer Case Study: Central Finance and Business Planning and Consolidation (BPC) at EDF: Legal  
Reporting, Controlling and Budget Planning
•	 	The central finance project at EDF 
•	 	Main characteristics
•	 	Challenges and benefits for the business
•	 	Change management - feedback nearly one year after going live
Philippe Desfontaine, EDF Group

16:00 Closing SAP Presentation: What’s Next? What Else Can You Do with Central Finance?
•	 	Options for the extended use of an established central finance instance
•	 Finance capabilities that can be leveraged because of or as a consequence of an established (central) SAP 

S/4HANA system (like integrated financial planning, integrated consolidation and group reporting, and IFRS 16 
for contract and lease mangement)

•	 Future envisioned use cases further expanding the central finance footprint within an organization
Carsten Hilker and Javaid Anwar, SAP

16:30 Wrap-up and Farewell



BlackLine Inc.

BlackLine Inc. is a provider of cloud-based solutions for accounting and finance. BlackLine 
solutions complement SAP software and extend the ERP investment by automating and 
streamlining traditionally manual accounting processes.

BlackLine’s core solutions address a wide range of use cases, including balance sheet account 
substantiation, transaction matching, and manual journal entries. They increase trust in the 
numbers and free up critical resources to focus on more value-added work.

BlackLine software fits seamlessly with your ERP software landscape, including SAP ERP 
Central Component, SAP S/4HANA, and other ERP platforms, to replace manual, error-prone 
accounting processes. Our customers benefit from:

•    Maximized efficiency for a faster close
•    Standardized process and higher quality
•    Enforced controls and lower risk
•    Enhanced visibility
•    Centralized data across disparate systems

SAP software does a lot. BlackLine does the rest. That is why over 2,600 customers trust 
BlackLine to optimize their financial closes, including over 600 running SAP software.

For more information, please visit: www.blackline.com

Deloitte

How can you thrive when nonstop disruption keeps redefining possibilities? 
You should reimagine more than business processes. You should reimagine everything —
relationships, data, markets, the workforce, and more. 

Deloitte can show you how—and help you deliver results with SAP solutions. Each day across 
the globe, our team of more than 23,000 business and technology professionals is working 
with leaders across industries to explore the art of the possible with SAP technologies—and 
to take action. 

Ready to reimagine everything and thrive in the digital economy? Contact us to get started. 
SAP@Deloitte.com 

For more information, please visit: www.deloitte.com/sap  

Gold Sponsors



Horváth & Partners 

Horváth & Partners is an independent international management consulting company with 
over 900 highly qualified employees. Founded in 1981 and headquartered in Stuttgart, 
Germany, it has offices in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania, Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

Horváth & Partners is a proud member of the Cordence Worldwide Global Management 
Consulting Partnership. This alliance strengthens the ability of Horváth & Partners to 
undertake consulting projects in important economic regions of the world with the highest 
professional expertise and precise knowledge of local circumstances.

Horváth & Partners provides specialists who manage and optimize corporate performance for 
private and public sector organizations. It offers its clients consulting services that range 
from developing the business concept to establishing solutions within a company. Its 
approach to consulting is based on intensive partnership and cooperation with its clients. 

Fair, team-oriented interaction in project teams – with a constant eye on results – is a key 
success factor for Horváth & Partners. It is especially important when it comes to combining 
knowledge about the client’s specific situation with the external view that the experienced 
consultants from Horváth & Partners bring to the project. In this way, Horváth & Partners 
develops powerful business concepts; implements them in structures, processes, and IT 
systems; and helps employees adopt the new solutions in their daily work.

For more information, please visit: www.horvath-partners.com

Z Option Inc.

Z Option Inc., a Magnitude Software company, is a leading supplier of Microsoft Excel–based 
software for the user of financial software from SAP. Our solutions allow users to leverage 
their basic Excel skills to build spreadsheet templates and post data directly from Excel to 
SAP® software. Z Option’s solutions let users automate their everyday business processes 
and improve efficiency, freeing up their IT department to focus on other projects. As an SAP 
silver partner, Z Option has been providing easy-to-use solutions to hundreds of customers 
and thousands of users worldwide for over 20 years. Take advantage of our free 30-day trials, 
available upon request.

For more information, please visit: www.zoption.com

Gold Sponsors



Magnitude Software Inc 

Magnitude SourceConnect software from Magnitude Software Inc. enables users to integrate 
data effectively and efficiently from multiple source systems in SAP S/4HANA. Magnitude’s 
SourceConnect product suite offers prebuilt solutions to connect and harmonize multiple 
source systems for the fastest, lowest cost and lowest risk implementations of SAP S/4HANA 
for central finance foundation. SourceConnect Transaction brings non-SAP® ERP software data 
in real time into the universal journal in SAP S/4HANA. SourceConnect DrillDown allows 
businesses to see the details associated with transactions. SourceConnect SyncBack updates 
the source system with changes made in SAP S/4HANA for central finance foundation, enabling 
a shared services platform. SourceConnect Harmonization automates and accelerates the 
process of master data harmonization for both SAP and non-SAP software for the initial load of 
data into SAP S/4HANA.

For more information, please visit: www.magnitude.com/SAP

OpenText

OpenText Corporation is The Information Company, powering digital transformations to enable 
the intelligent and connected enterprise while inspiring a new way to work. For more than 20 
years, OpenText and SAP have partnered to deliver thousands of successful solution 
implementations to their customers. OpenText offers the leading digital content platform 
supporting SAP customers, enabling business transformation in context – in the cloud and on 
premise. SAP offers solution extensions from OpenText that enable organizations to map out 
and deliver a transformation strategy across the organization and beyond and deliver an 
information advantage.
 
For more information, please visit www.opentext.com/SAP

Silver Sponsors



Media Partners

CIO Applications Europe

CIO Applications Europe has fast culminated into the most sought after magazine Pan-Europe 
as it has transformed its course hand-in-hand with the technology and has culminated into a 
leading media brand, with a unique editorial focus on bringing to light the core innovations in 
technology.CIO Applications Europe magazine stands out with its unique approach of learning 
from peers approach offering professionals the most comprehensive collection of technology 
trends. The magazine is the single most successful initiative Pan-Europe to advice and guide 
decision makers regarding the latest in the fast-evolving technology landscape. We are 
determined to propose a myriad of additional services that can improve businesses and help 
customers deal with issues related to this industry.

For more information please visit:  https://sap.cioapplicationseurope.com

S@pport

S@PPORT is an IT-magazine published by MarkIT Communciation.
Since 2003 S@PPORT monthly offers valuable practical support in selecting, installing and
working with SAP solutions. The major focus of the magazine is supplying information about
new products, add-ons and services that bring greater efficiency and outcome. MarkIT
Communication also publishes special editions on topics such as document management
system (DMS), security and HR in context to SAP. The magazine is distributed in Germany,
Switzerland and Austria.

For more information please visit: http: sap-port.de



How to Register

Contact for Inquiries
Emily Briscoe
T: +44 (0) 121 200 3810
F: +44 (0) 121 212 1623
E: e.briscoe@tacook.com

To register online for this event,
please visit: 
www.tacevents.com/sapcentralfinance

This event is organized by: T|A|C Events in 
cooperation with SAP.

The registration fee includes access to
the event, lunch on all days,refreshments, 
and the evening event, and documentation 
material for download. Please note that       
accommodation and travel are not included 
in the registration fee.



Conference Venue
Sofitel Berlin Kurfürstendamm
Augsburger Strasse 41
10789 Berlin, Germany
Tel: (+49)30/8009990
Fax: (+49)30/80099999
Email: H9387@sofitel.com 

Registration and Contact Office
T.A. Cook Conferences.
4th Floor, Mclaren Building
46 The Priory Queensway
Birmingham, B4 7LR, UK
T: +44 (0) 121 200 3810
F: +44 (0) 121 212 1623
E: info@tacook.com
Registered in England and Wales
Company Registration Number: 4263656

Event Fees

* All fees are subject to 19% VAT

** �Early Bird Fee Deadline: Friday, June 28, 2019

NOTE: Payment should also be received by the deadline for the early bird 

discount to apply.

Terms and conditions
Registration Cancellation and Substitutions
Cancellations must be made in writing at least two weeks before the 
beginning of the event. In this case we will charge a processing fee of £175.00, 
€200.00 or $250.00 dependent on the currency of the event that you have 
registered for. Cancellations received less than two weeks before the event 
will be liable for the full registration fee. This also applies to registrants who 
do not attend the event. If a participant cannot attend for whatever reason, it 
is of course possible to nominate a substitution. Substitutions must be 
received in writing, must be addressed to the registration office and must 
include the names of both the original and the substitute registrants. We 
reserve the right to cancel your registration or refuse access to the event.

Payment Participation in an event is only possible if payment has already 
been received, or if it is submitted at the event via credit card payment or 
bankers draft/cheque. Please note that non-attendance for any reason is 
subject to the cancellation terms laid out above. 

Liability You agree to indemnify and hold T.A. Cook Consultants and its 
business lines harmless against any and all loss, liability, damage, costs, 
expense, claims, proceedings and actions arising out of any negligent act or 
omission of client or their representatives; including any breach of these 
terms and conditions. The attendee is responsible for arranging appropriate 
insurance cover in connection with their attendance at this event, including 
prevention, postponement or abandonment. T.A. Cook and its business lines 
cannot be held liable for any loss, liability or damage to personal property. 
T.A. Cook and its business lines are not liable for damages due to technical 
malfunctions that may occur. We bear no responsibility if it is necessary to 
exchange, cancel, modify or postpone an event due to an unforeseen event or 
act of God, including, but not limited to, armed conflict, civil unrest, terrorist 
threats, natural disasters, severe weather, significant influence on transport.

Organisers’ Changes We reserve the right to make changes to the event 
programme or to cancel the event in nnthe case of insufficient delegate 
numbers. In this case, the delegate attendance fee will be refunded in full, 
though we are not liable for any further costs incurred by delegates in 
connection with their attendance. We do our best to ensure all presentations 
are available for electronic download, but in some cases, cannot guarantee 
that speakers will make their presentations available for sharing 
post-conference.

Data Policy By registering for this event, you grant us permission to keep 
you informed of future events and content within your field of interest. We will 
only send you relevant information (by email, post or telephone) and you can 
unsubscribe at any time. Your details will only be held on the T.A. Cook 
internal database and will not be supplied to 3rd parties without your prior 
knowledge and permission. If you wish to unsubscribe immediately, please 
send an email to info@tacook.com with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. For 
further information, please visit 

www.tacevents.com/uk/privacy-cookie-policy/

Photography and Videos We plan to take photographs and video material 
at the event and reproduce them in educational, news or promotional 
material, whether in print, electronic or other media, including event 
websites. All photos and videos become the property of T.A. Cook. These 
may be displayed, distributed or used by T.A. Cook for any purpose. You have 
every right to opt-out of having your photograph taken. Please contact us at 
info@tacook.com for more information.

Governing Law/Place of Jurisdiction/Place of Performance
(1) The law of the Federal Republic of Germany is solely applicable. 
Application of the UN Convention on Contracts is expressly excluded.
(2) The place of jurisdiction is Berlin.
(3) The place of performance is the announced event location.

 �I agree to the above terms and conditions (This must be 
ticked in order for the registration to be processed)

Fax to +44 (0) 121 212 1623
or register online at:  
www.tacevents.com/sapcentralfinance

Registration Form
International SAP Conference on 
Central Finance

First Name Last Name

Company Job Title

Department Street

City, State Zip Code, Postal Code

Country Phone

Fax E-mail

Date Signature

I would like to register for this conference. (Please complete clearly in block capitals)

I wish to attend the following: 

 Payment Method

 Credit Card                                                                Invoice

T|A|C Events Consent

 I would like to receive information and updates relevant to my field of interest

SAP Consent

 I am happy to share my contact information with SAP for post-event communication 
(name, job title, department, company name, country and company address). 

I am happy to additionally include:

 Email                    Telephone                 Both   

Sponsor Consent

 I am happy to share my details with the event’s sponsors and exhibitors (Name, Job 
Title, Company Name, Country, Phone Number, Email Address)

 Day and a Half Conference (September 18 P.M. - September 19 Full Day) 

Half-Day Workshop (September 18 A.M.). Please select from one of the below workshops:

 W1            W2             W3 

  Evening Event (September 18 - Open to Conference Registrants Only)

Type Early Bird Standard

Conference Only €1150 €1350

Half Day Workshop €425     €425

VAT: DE 271 468 369
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